A Short Account of the Destruction of the Indies
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LAS CASAS: The island of Hispaniola was the first to witness the arrival
of Europeans and the first to suffer the wholesale slaughter of its
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LAS CASAS: It began with Europeans taking native women and children both as servants and to satisfy their
own base appetites. Not content, they started taking the food the natives contrived to produce by the

sweat of their brows. Some of the natives started to conceal what food they had, others decided to send their

women and children into hiding, and yet others took to the hills. 9
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They are in the water from dawn to dusk, often operating at depths of four and five fathoms.
If they spend more than a few seconds at the surface to get their breath back, the Spanish

taskmaster will punch them or grab them by the hair, and push them back under,
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damnable things in the whole of Creation is the way
in which the Spanish use natives to fish for pearls.

LAS CASAS: (solemnly) One of the cruelest and most
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At night, they are shackled to prevent escape, and they must sleep on the hard ground.

LAS CASAS: (depairingly) They are kept perpetually hungry...
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a man will dive never to resurface, for the poor wretches are easy prey to all manner of sharks,

LAS CASAS: (serious and beginning to panic) Often when out fishing or searching for pearls,
those most ferocious of marine creatures, capable of swallowing a man whole.
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LAS CASAS: (defeated) From the very first day they set foot in

New Spain, there was no respite whatever in the carnage and
mayhem provoked by these cruel and bloodthirsty Spaniards.
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LAS CASAS: They requested the local lords to send for all the nobles and leading

citizens of the city, and that they should bring with them five or six thousand

native bearers and these were mustered in the courtyards...When they arrived,

they all got down on their haunches and waited patiently like sheep.
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Epilogue

47

for whose sins Christ gave His life, do not continue to die in ignorance, but rather

are brought to knowledge of God and thereby saved!

of these atrocitics to help ensure that the teeming millions in the New World,
(sit, and weep softly)

1, Bartolomé de Las Casas, a brother in the Dominican Order, was, by the
grace of God, out of the concern for the Christian faith and compassion
towards the afflictions and calamities that befall our fellow-men, to tell you

LAS CASAS: (20 the Choir — shouting)
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